
TRUE STORIES TO INSPIRE
it’samatch

30  Jul–Sep 2012  DUET30 Jul–Sep 2012 DUET30 Jul Sep 2012 DUET

H ow long does it take for people to fall in 
love and decide to spend the rest of their 
lives together? For Edward Hoi, 44, and 

Loh Poh Cheng, 38, all it took was two months. 
The soon-to-be-wed pair tell DUET about their 
whirlwind romance.

MESSAGE RECEIVED, LOUD AND CLEAR
Edward and Poh Cheng’s love story began with a 
simple message via SDN Personals. “It had been 
a year since I was last in a relationship when Poh 
Cheng dropped me a message,” Edward, a vice-
president at a local bank, recalls. “From her profi le, 
she seemed open-minded and she had a beautiful 
smile in her photo. As we spent more time chatting, 
I found that she was straightforward and friendly. 
Most importantly, she seemed very family-oriented.” 

As for Poh Cheng, it was Edward’s outgoing 
personality that caught her eye. “He was frank and 
forthcoming, and seemed happy-go-lucky,” she says.

Since Poh Cheng — who works in sales — is 
based in Hong Kong, the two didn’t get to meet 
until a couple of weeks later when she returned to 
Singapore for Chinese New Year. “Our fi rst date 
was on the third day of Chinese New Year,” Poh 
Cheng recalls. 

Edward remembers that it was a last minute 
arrangement. “We met in Orchard Road, 
and ended up bar-hopping around 
town,” he says of that evening. 
“I remembered being very impressed 
with how sporting Poh Cheng was. 
I could tell that she was quite tired, 
but she never said ‘no’ to me as we 
went around to different places. I really 
enjoyed our night out together, and the 
chemistry we shared was great.”
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Taking a romatic leap of faith, Edward Hoi and Loh Poh Cheng 
have decided not to let physical distance nor the length of their 
relationship get in the way of building a life together.  by EVELYN MAK
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GOING THE DISTANCE 
Poh Cheng returned to Hong Kong a 
few days later, but the couple started 
a long-distance relationship, in which 
they shared their hopes and dreams. 
Soon, they recognised the possibility 
of a future with each other.

It was close to Valentine’s Day 
when Edward fi rst brought up the 
subject of getting married. 

“To be honest, I didn’t plan to 
propose on the phone. But I was sure 
that Poh Cheng was the right one for 
me and I didn’t want to miss out on the 
opportunity to have her as my wife,” 
he says. 

Poh Cheng, on the other hand, 
was taken by surprise by the proposal. 
“It came very soon after we met. We 
were still getting to know each other. 
I was unsure if we were really meant 
for each other,” she says. However, 
Edward’s sincerity, honesty and 
maturity won her over, and she was 
drawn to the fact that Edward was so 
focused on what he wanted in life. 

For Edward, it was Poh Cheng’s 
dedication to the relationship that 
helped him decide that she was The 
One. “The way she approached 
settling down and starting a family 

made me feel that she was my perfect 
partner. She is even willing to give up 
her high-fl ying career for the family.”

There were alarm bells raised in 
some circles, however. “Some of my 
friends were concerned, considering 
how short a time we’d known each 
other. That, and the fact that we spent 
most of that time apart in different 
countries,” Poh Cheng says. “But they 
also know that we are both old enough 
to know what we want in life.”

Edward’s friends and family 
members, on the other hand, were 
behind his decision. “All of them have 
been very supportive and encouraging. 
They said that it was about time I 
moved onto the next stage of my life,” 
he says.

PROPOSAL DONE, 
WEDDING TO GO
With their hearts set on spending the 
rest of their lives together, Edward 
and Poh Cheng are now busy getting 
ready for their wedding in October. 

It might have been a whirlwind 
romance, but just like every other 
relationship, the couple have 
experienced moments of tension. 
These were made more diffi cult 
because of the time spent apart. 

“We’re not a ‘regular’ couple who 
get to meet up often, and maintaining 
a long-distance relationship can be 
diffi cult,” Poh Cheng says. “So we 
make the effort to communicate with 
each other daily, regardless of how 
busy we are. We also try to meet once 
a month, whether it’s in Hong Kong 
or Singapore.”

These trips are occasions for them 
to do something special for each other. 
“Edward cleaned my house in Hong 
Kong when he was there, which I found 
very touching, because I dread doing 
housework!” Poh Cheng says with a 
laugh. And for Edward? “Poh Cheng 
will be making a special trip back to 
Singapore to celebrate my birthday 
with me, which is really great,” he says.  

The distance that separates them 
will soon be a thing of the past. The 
couple will settle in Singapore after the 
wedding. “Singapore is our home, and 
we feel that it’s a better place to start a 
family,” Poh Cheng says.  

“I’m looking forward to sharing 
our lives together and having our own 
children,” Edward says. Poh Cheng, 
too, is anticipating the joy of having 
her own family. “I have someone to 
love, and am loved in return. Now I 
can’t wait to raise my children with 
Edward,” she says with a smile.

THE WAY SHE APPROACHED SETTLING 
DOWN AND STARTING A FAMILY MADE ME 

FEEL THAT SHE WAS MY PERFECT PARTNER.   
— Edward
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CALLING SUCCESS COUPLES! 
If you found your soulmate through SDN or our accredited dating agencies, 
email us at mcys_sdn@mcys.gov.sg (Subject: SDN Success Story). 
$150 cash vouchers and a set of limited edition SDN bears will be given 

to every couple. 

Know any friends who have gotten married 
through us? Email us too! We’ll give you a token 

of appreciation if your friend’s story is featured.
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