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TWO PEAS IN A

The love story of Leonard 
and Kailing is, in many 
ways, similar to the 
numerous ones we’ve 
seen in popular culture. 
From the moment they 
met, there was an instant 
attraction to each other!

ALMOST LOVE AT
FIRST SIGHT
These two lovebirds,
like a growing number
of Singaporeans,
met each other at a
Social Development 
Network event. 

Both thought highly of 
each other right o� the 
bat. Leonard was funny 
and absolutely dashing, 
Kailing remembers fondly. 
Leonard was thoroughly 
smitten, too: “From the 
moment I met her, I knew 
that I wanted to be around 
her,” he gushes. One can’t 
help but be envious of 
their fairytale beginning, 
picking each other out 
in a sea of other people 
at a gokon (Japanese for 
‘group dating’).

Leonard’s confidence 
was, according to Kailing, 
one of the reasons why 
he stood out. But that 
doesn’t mean he always 
knew what to do. In 
fact, Leonard recalled a 
particular date with Kailing 
at the Singapore Flyer: 
it happened before their 
relationship had become 

o�cial and, as much as he 
wanted to, he wasn’t sure 
how to express himself. 
Deciding that actions speak 
louder than words, Leonard 
plucked up his courage, 
picked an opportune 
moment to look into her 
eyes, leaned close, and 
puckered up for a kiss—
only to find Kailing ducking 
in the opposite direction!

Kailing quickly jumps to 
her own defence: “I didn’t 
know what to make of his 
actions because he never 
told me [he was] interested 
in me!” The surprise 
definitely made things 
awkward between them at 
that time; four years later, 
though, it has become a 
shared memory they’re 
incredibly fond of.

So where did Leonard 
choose to propose? On 
top of Marina Bay Sands! “I 
kept the ring in my folded 
handkerchief because the 
box was too bulky! I was so 
nervous,” Leonard recalls. 

‘ME’ TIME
Married life has taught the 
couple the value of time 
and space, an important 
lesson because, as with any 
couple, they have their fair 
share of di�ering interests. 
“We learnt to manage ‘me’ 
time with ‘us’ time,” they 
explain.

Kailing spends her 
‘me’ time shopping and 
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watching TV dramas, 
while Leonard likes 
playing games on his 
smartphone. He happily 
admits that he is the 
geekier of the two, 
while Kailing says she 
sometimes gets irritated 
with the amount of time 
he spends on his phone. 

But both recognise 
that couples don’t 
always agree on 
everything, and that it’s 
only natural that there 
are disagreements and 
di�erences occasionally.

TWO PEAS IN A POD
A short conversation 
with them, however, 
will prove that they’re 
actually very much alike.

Friends and family 
are hugely important 
to them. Leonard is 
fiercely loyal to them, 
and not surprisingly, so 
is Kailing. “She’s one of 
the most loving people I 
know. She sees the best 
in everyone,” Leonard 
coos. On top of that, the 

pair share a common 
love for the little things in 
life, such as cuddling and 
lazing around the house.

Funnily enough, 
Leonard and Kailing 
confess that their biggest 
challenge is how similar 
they are! “We’re very 
headstrong and it’s 
very di�cult for us to 
accept the other’s point,” 
explains Kailing. They 
seem to have it under 
control, though. After all, 
it has been four years 
since their first date!

So what’s their secret?
“Listen to each 

other first and try to 
empathise,” Leonard 
advises. Kailing adds, 
“Even though I think I’m 
right most times, I’m 
thankful he takes the 
first step to apologise 
whenever we quarrel. It 
takes a big heart and lots 
of love to do this.”

Not all disagreements 
are bad, though, 
according to Kailing. 
She believes that they 
help a couple learn 
more about each other. 
Disagreements also help 
the relationship grow. “I 
think it’s alright to have 
disagreements as long 
as they don’t a�ect our 
relationship,” she lets on.

“It’s like a bank 
account. For every 
quarrel, money is 
debited. But money is 
credited for good times 
or loving moments,” they 
chip in. In a relationship, 
to them, it’s important 
to maintain a positive 
balance in that account!

>The couple sharing a 
quiet moment together.
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